
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CEFR  
Pre-A1 

 
ESL001 
Basic 

English 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Writing Reading Speaking & Listening Grammar Pronunciation 
 Can give basic 

personal 
information e.g. 
name address and 
nationality perhaps 
with use of a 
dictionary 

 Can recognize times and 
places in very simple notes 
and messages from friends 
or colleagues provided that 
there are no abbreviations 

 Can understand simple 
everyday signs  

 Can find information about 
places times and prices on 
posters flyers and notices 

 Can understand the 
simplest informational 
material such as fast food 
restaurant menus 
illustrated with photos or 
an illustrated story 
formulated in very simple 
everyday words 

 Can deduce the meaning of 
a word/sign from 
accompanying picture or 
icon 

 Can ask and answer questions 
about themselves and daily 
routines, using short, formulaic 
expressions and relying on 
gestures to reinforce the 
information. 

 Can understand short, very 
simple questions and statements, 
provided they are delivered 
slowly and clearly and 
accompanied by visuals or 
manual gestures to support 
understanding and repeated if 
necessary.  

 Can recognize every day, familiar 
words, provided they are 
delivered clearly and slowly in a 
clearly defined, familiar everyday 
context.  

 Can recognize numbers, prices, 
dates and days of the week, 
provided they are delivered 
slowly and clearly in a defined, 
familiar everyday context. 

 Can produce short phrases about 
themselves, giving basic personal 
information 

 Can employ very 
simple principles 
of word/sign 
order in short 
statements. 

 Can manage very 
short, isolated, 
rehearsed utterances 
using gesture and 
signaled requests for 
help when necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CEFR 
Low A1 

 
ESL010 
Level 1 

Writing Reading Speaking & Listening Grammar Pronunciation 

 Can produce simple 
phrases and 
sentences about 
themselves and 
imaginary people, 
where they live and 
what they do 

 Can use simple words 
and phrases to 
describe certain 
everyday objects 

 Can copy familiar 
words and short 
phrases, e.g. simple 
signs or instructions, 
names of everyday 
objects, names of 
shops, and set 
phrases used 
regularly. 

 Can spell their 
address, nationality 
and other personal 
details. Can use basic 
punctuation (e.g. full 
stops, question 
marks). 

 Can understand very short 
simple texts a signal phrase at a 
time, picking up familiar names 
words and basic phrases and 
rereading as required 

 Can recognize familiar names, 
words/signs and very basic 
phrases on simple notices in the 
most common everyday 
situations 

 Can get an idea of the content of 
simpler informational material in 
short simple descriptions 
especially if there are visual 
support 

 Can understand short texts of 
subjects of personal interests 
composed in very simple 
language and supported by 
pictures 

 Can follow short simple 
directions 

 Can understand short illustrated 
narratives about every day 
activities described in simple 
words 

 Can deduce the meaning of an 
unknown word provided the 
surrounding text is very simple 
and on a familiar everyday 
subject 

 Can guess the probable meaning 
of an unknown word that is 
similar to one in the language 
they normally use 

 Can follow language 
which is very slow 
and carefully 
articulated, with 
long pauses for 
them to assimilate 
meaning. 

 Can recognize 
concrete 
information (e.g. 
places and times) on 
familiar topics 
encountered in 
everyday life, 
provided it is 
delivered slowly and 
clearly. 

 Can understand 
words/signs and 
short sentences in a 
simple conversation 
provided people 
communicate very 
slowly and very 
clearly. 

 Can produce simple, 
mainly isolated 
phrases about 
people and places. 

Shows only limited 
control of a few simple 
grammatical structures 
and sentence patterns 
in a learnt repertoire. 

 Can reproduce 
sounds in the 
target language if 
carefully guided. 

 Can articulate a 
limited number of 
sounds, so that 
speech is only 
intelligible if the 
interlocutor 
provides support 
(e.g. by repeating 
correctly and by 
eliciting repetition 
of new sounds). 

 Can manage very 
short, isolated, 
mainly pre-
packaged 
utterances, with 
much pausing to 
search for 
expressions, to 
articulate less 
familiar 
words/signs, and to 
repair 
communication. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CEFR 
High A1 

 
ESL020 
Level 2 

Writing Reading Speaking & Listening Grammar Pronunciation 

 Can produce simple 
phrases and sentences 
about themselves and 
imaginary people, where 
they live and what they do 

 Can describe in very 
simple language what a 
room looks like, 

 Can use simple 
words/signs and phrases 
to describe certain 
everyday objects 

 Can copy familiar words 
and short phrases, e.g. 
simple signs or 
instructions, names of 
everyday objects, names 
of shops, and set phrases 
used regularly. 

 Can spell their address, 
nationality and other 
personal details. Can use 
basic punctuation (e.g. full 
stops, question marks). 

 Can pick out the main 
information in short 
news reports or 
simple articles in 
which figures, names, 
illustrations and titles 
play a prominent role 
and support the 
meaning of the text. 

 Can understand the 
main points of short 
texts dealing with 
everyday topics 

 Can understand some 
expressions when people 
are discussing them, 
family, school, hobbies or 
surroundings, provided 
the delivery is slow and 
clear. 

 Can follow language 
which is very slow and 
carefully articulated, with 
long pauses for them to 
assimilate meaning. 

 Can recognize concrete 
information (e.g. places 
and times) on familiar 
topics encountered in 
everyday life, provided it 
is delivered slowly and 
clearly. 

 Shows only 
limited control of 
a few simple 
grammatical 
structures and 
sentence 
patterns in a 
learnt repertoire. 

 Can reproduce 
sounds in the target 
language if carefully 
guided. 

 Can articulate a 
limited number of 
sounds, so that 
speech is only 
intelligible if the 
interlocutor provides 
support (e.g. by 
repeating correctly 
and by eliciting 
repetition of new 
sounds). 

 Can manage very 
short, isolated, 
mainly pre-packaged 
utterances, with 
much pausing to 
search for 
expressions, to 
articulate less 
familiar words, and 
to repair 
communication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CEFR 
A2 

 
ESL030 
Level 3 

Writing Reading Speaking & Listening Grammar Pronunciation 

 Can produce 
simple texts on 
familiar subjects 
of interest linking 
sentences with 
connectors like 
and, because, and 
then 

 Can give their 
expressions and 
opinions about 
topics of personal 
interest using 
basic everyday 
vocabulary and 
expressions 

 Can copy short 
sentences on 
everyday subjects, 
e.g. directions on 
how to get 
somewhere. 

 Can write with 
reasonable 
phonetic accuracy 
(but not 
necessarily fully 
standard spelling) 
short words that 
are in their oral 
vocabulary. 

 Can identify specific 
information in simpler 
material they encounter 
such as short articles 

 Can understand texts 
describing people, places, 
and everyday life and 
culture provided they use 
simple language 

 Can understand the main 
points in short articles on 
subjects of personal 
interest 

 Can understand short 
instructions illustrated step 
by step 

 Can understand short 
narratives and descriptions 
of someone’s life 
composed in simple 
language 

 Can understand the overall 
meaning of short texts on 
everyday topics of a 
concrete type to derive the 
probable meaning of 
unknown words from the 
context 

 Can exploit numbers, 
dates, names, proper 
nouns to identify the topic 
of the texts 

 Can deduce the meaning 
and function of unknown 
formulaic expressions from 
their position in a text 

 Can generally identify the 
topic of discussion around 
them when it is conducted 
slowly and clearly.  

 Can recognize when people 
agree and disagree in a 
conversation conducted 
slowly and clearly. 

 Can understand enough to be 
able to meet needs of a 
concrete type, provided 
people articulate clearly and 
slowly. 

 Can understand phrases and 
expressions related to areas 
of most immediate priority, 
provided people articulate 
clearly and slowly. 

 Can give a simple description 
or presentation of people, 
living or working conditions, 
daily routines, likes/ dislikes, 
etc. as a short series of simple 
phrases and sentences linked 
into a list. 

 Can present their opinion in 
simple terms, provided 
interlocutors are patient. 

 Can use simple techniques to 
start, maintain or end a short 
conversation. 

 Can initiate, maintain and 
close simple, face-to-face 
conversation. 

 Can ask very simply for 
repetition when they do not 
understand. 

 Can ask for clarification about 
key words/signs or phrases 
not understood, using stock 
phrases. 

Uses some simple 
structures correctly, 
but still systematically 
makes basic mistakes; 
nevertheless, it is 
usually clear what 
they are trying to say. 

 Pronunciation is 
generally intelligible 
when communicating in 
simple everyday 
situations, provided the 
interlocutor makes an 
effort to understand 
specific sounds. 

 Systematic 
mispronunciation of 
phonemes does not 
hinder intelligibility, 
provided the 
interlocutor makes an 
effort to recognize and 
adjust to the influence 
of the speaker’s 
language background on 
pronunciation. 

 Can make themselves 
understood in short 
contributions, even 
though pauses, false 
starts and reformulation 
are very evident. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CEFR 
Low B1 

 
ESL040 
Level 4 

Writing Reading Speaking & Listening Grammar Pronunciation 

 Can produce short 
simple essay on topics 
of interest 

 Can produce a text on 
a topical subject of 
interest using simple 
language to list 
advantages and 
disadvantages and give 
or justify their opinion 

 Can report and give 
their opinion about 
accumulated factual 
information on 
familiar routine and 
non-routine matters 
with some confidence 

 Can produce 
compositions in 
standard 
conventionalized 
format which pass on 
routine factual 
information and state 
reasons for actions 

 Can present a topic in 
a short composition 

 Can produce 
continuous writing 
which is generally 
intelligible throughout. 

 Spelling, punctuation 
and layout are 
accurate enough to be 
followed most of the 
time. 

 Can read 
straightforward 
factual texts on 
subjects related to 
their field of interest 
with a satisfactory 
level of 
comprehension.  

 Can understand most 
factual information 
that they are likely to 
come across on 
familiar subjects of 
interest, provided 
they have sufficient 
time for rereading.  

 Can recognize 
significant points in 
straightforward news 
articles on familiar 
subjects. 

 Can understand the main points 
made in clear standard language 
or a familiar variety on familiar 
matters regularly encountered 
at work, school, leisure, etc., 
including short narratives. 

 Can reasonably fluently sustain 
a straightforward description of 
one of a variety of subjects 
within their field of interest, 
presenting it as a linear 
sequence of points. 

 Can report straightforward 
factual information on a familiar 
topic, provided they can prepare 
beforehand. 

 Can express opinions on 
subjects relating to everyday 
life, using simple expressions.  

 Can briefly give reasons and 
explanations for opinions, plans 
and actions. 

 Can explain whether or not they 
approve of what someone has 
done and give reasons to justify 
this opinion. 

 Can initiate, maintain and close 
simple, face-to-face 
conversation on topics that are 
familiar or of personal interest. 

 Can repeat back part of what 
someone has said to confirm 
mutual understanding and help 
keep the development of ideas 
on course. 

 Can invite others into the 
discussion. 

Uses reasonably 
accurately a 
repertoire of 
frequently used 
“routines” and 
patterns associated 
with more 
predictable 
situations. 

 Is generally intelligible 
throughout, despite 
regular 
mispronunciation of 
individual sounds and 
words they are less 
familiar with. 

 Can make themselves 
understood in short 
contributions, even 
though pauses, false 
starts and 
reformulation are very 
evident. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CEFR 
High 
B1 

 
ESL050 
Level 5 

Writing Reading Speaking & Listening Grammar Pronunciation 

 Can produce short 
simple essay on topics 
of interest 

 Can produce a text on 
a topical subject of 
interest using simple 
language to list 
advantages and 
disadvantages and give 
or justify their opinion 

 Can report and give 
their opinion about 
accumulated factual 
information on 
familiar routine and 
non-routine matters 
with some confidence 

 Can produce 
compositions in 
standard 
conventionalized 
format which pass on 
routine factual 
information and state 
reasons for actions 

 Can present a topic in 
a short composition 

 Can produce 
continuous writing 
which is generally 
intelligible throughout. 

 Spelling, punctuation 
and layout are 
accurate enough to be 
followed most of the 
time. 

 Can understand short 
texts on subjects that 
are familiar or of 
current interest, in 
which people give their 
points of view. 

 Can identify the main 
conclusions in clearly 
signaled 
argumentative texts. 

 Can recognize the line 
of argument in the 
treatment of the issue 
presented, though not 
necessarily in detail. 

 Can understand most 
factual information 
that they are likely to 
come across on 
familiar subjects of 
interest, provided they 
have sufficient time for 
rereading. 

 Can understand 
straightforward factual 
information about common 
everyday or job-related 
topics, identifying both 
general messages and specific 
details, provided people 
articulate clearly in a 
generally familiar variety. 

 Can reasonably fluently 
sustain a straightforward 
description of one of a variety 
of subjects within their field 
of interest, presenting it as a 
linear sequence of points. 

 Can clearly express feelings 
about something experienced 
and give reasons to explain 
those feelings. 

 Can explain the main points 
in an idea or problem with 
reasonable precision. 

 Can develop an argument 
well enough to be followed 
without difficulty most of the 
time. Can give simple reasons 
to justify a viewpoint on a 
familiar topic. 

 Can intervene in a discussion 
on a familiar topic, using a 
suitable phrase to get the 
floor. 

 Can exploit a basic repertoire 
of language and strategies to 
help keep a conversation or 
discussion going.  

 Can summarize the point 
reached in a discussion and 
so help focus the argument. 

Communicates 
with reasonable 
accuracy in 
familiar contexts; 
generally good 
control, though 
with noticeable 
mother-tongue 
influence. Errors 
occur, but it is 
clear what they 
are trying to 
express. 

 Is generally intelligible 
throughout, despite regular 
mispronunciation of 
individual sounds and words 
they are less familiar with. 

 Can express themselves 
with relative ease. Despite 
some problems with 
formulation resulting in 
pauses and “cul-de-sacs”, 
they are able to keep going 
effectively without help. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CEFR 
B2 

 
ESL060 
Level 6 

Writing Reading Speaking & Listening Grammar Pronunciation 

 Can synthesize in 
arguments from a 
number of sources 

 Can produce an essay 
or report which 
develops an argument 
systemically with 
important highlighting 
of significant points 
and relevant 
supporting detail 

 Can produce an essay 
which develops an 
argument giving 
reasons in supportive 
or against a particular 
point of view and 
explaining advantages 
and disadvantages of 
various options 

 Can evaluate different 
ideas or solutions to a 
problem 

 Can produce clearly 
intelligible, continuous 
writing which follows 
standard layout and 
paragraphing 
conventions. 

 Spelling and 
punctuation are 
reasonably accurate 
but may show signs of 
mother-tongue 
influence. 

 Can understand 
articles and reports 
concerned with 
contemporary 
problems in which 
particular stances or 
viewpoints are 
adopted. 

 Can recognize when 
a text provides 
factual information 
and when it seeks to 
convince readers of 
something. 

 Can recognize 
different structures 
in discursive text: 
contrasting 
arguments, 
problem–solution, 
and cause–effect 
relationships. 

 Can identify the main reasons for 
and against an argument or idea in a 
discussion conducted in clear 
standard language or a familiar 
variety. 

 Can follow chronological sequence in 
extended informal discourse, e.g. in 
a story or anecdote. 

 Can understand standard language 
or a familiar variety, on both familiar 
and unfamiliar topics normally 
encountered in personal, social, 
academic or vocational life. 

 Can follow extended discourse and 
complex lines of argument, provided 
the topic is reasonably familiar, and 
the direction of the argument is 
signposted by explicit markers. 

 Can give clear, systematically 
developed descriptions and 
presentations, with appropriate 
highlighting of significant points, and 
relevant supporting detail. 

 Can develop an argument 
systematically with appropriate 
highlighting of significant points, and 
relevant supporting detail. 

 Can intervene appropriately in 
discussion, exploiting appropriate 
language to do so. 

 Can initiate, maintain and end 
discourse appropriately with 
effective turntaking. 

 Can help the discussion along on 
familiar ground, confirming 
comprehension, inviting others in, 
etc.  
 

Good grammatical 
control; occasional 
“slips” or non-
systematic errors and 
minor flaws in 
sentence structure 
may still occur, but 
they are rare and can 
often be corrected in 
retrospect. 

 Can articulate a 
high proportion of 
the sounds in the 
target language 
clearly in extended 
stretches of 
production; is 
intelligible 
throughout, 
despite a few 
systematic 
mispronunciations. 

 Can generalize 
from their 
repertoire to 
predict the 
phonological 
features of most 
unfamiliar words 
with reasonable 
accuracy. 

 Can communicate 
spontaneously, 
often showing 
remarkable fluency 
and ease of 
expression in even 
longer complex 
stretches of 
language. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CEFR 
C1 

 
ESL070 
Level 7 

 
 
 

ESL777 
Pathway 

Writing Reading Speaking & Listening Grammar Pronunciation 

 Can produce clear 
well-structured 
expositions of 
complex subjects 
underlining the 
relevant salient 
issues 

 Can expand and 
support points of 
view at some length 
with subsidiary 
points, reasons, and 
examples 

 Can produce a 
suitable introduction 
and conclusion to a 
longer report or 
article on a complex 
academic topic 
provided that the 
topic is within their 
field of interest and 
there are 
opportunities for 
redrafting and 
revision 

 Layout, paragraphing 
and punctuation are 
consistent and 
helpful. Spelling is 
accurate, apart from 
occasional slips of 
the pen. 

 Can understand a 
wide variety of texts 
including literary 
writings, newspaper 
or magazine articles, 
and specialized 
academic or 
professional 
publications, 
provided there are 
opportunities for 
rereading and they 
have access to 
reference tools.  

 Can understand in 
detail a wide range of 
lengthy, complex 
texts likely to be 
encountered in 
social, professional or 
academic life, 
identifying finer 
points of detail 
including attitudes 
and implied as well 
as stated opinions. 

 Can understand enough to follow 
extended discourse on abstract and 
complex topics beyond their own field, 
though they may need to confirm 
occasional details, especially if the 
variety is unfamiliar. 

 Can recognize a wide range of 
idiomatic expressions and 
colloquialisms, appreciating register 
shifts. 

 Can follow extended discourse even 
when it is not clearly structured and 
when relationships are only implied 
and not signaled explicitly. 

 Can give clear, detailed descriptions 
and presentations on complex 
subjects, integrating sub-themes, 
developing particular points and 
rounding off with an appropriate 
conclusion. 

 Can argue a case on a complex issue, 
formulating points precisely and 
employing emphasis effectively. 

 Can develop an argument 
systematically in well-structured 
language, taking into account the 
interlocutor’s perspective, highlighting 
significant points with supporting 
examples and concluding 
appropriately. 

 Can give a clear, well-structured 
presentation on a complex subject, 
expanding and supporting points of 
view at some length with subsidiary 
points, reasons and relevant examples. 

 Can select a suitable phrase from a 
readily available range of discourse 
functions to preface their remarks 
appropriately in order to get the floor, 
or to gain time and keep the floor 
while thinking. 

Consistently 
maintains a high 
degree of 
grammatical 
accuracy; errors 
are rare and 
difficult to spot. 

 Can articulate virtually 
all the sounds of the 
target language with a 
high degree of 
control. They can 
usually self-correct if 
they noticeably 
mispronounce a 
sound. 

 Can express 
themselves fluently 
and spontaneously, 
almost effortlessly. 
Only a conceptually 
difficult subject can 
hinder a natural, 
smooth flow of 
language. 

 


